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Mark Your Calendars!  

   Plan now to join colleagues at the IRA 

Southeast Regional Conference ñReading:  The 

Bridge to the Futureò, to be held at the Nash-

ville Convention Center & Renaissance Hotel 

on December 7-10, 2008. 

Join us for three days of sessions, workshops, 

and institutes. Come play in Music City and 

enjoy these great speakers!  

Barbara Walker-IRA President, Ashley Bryan, 

Mo Willems, Mike Wimmer, Frank Keating, 

Timothy Rasinski, Kathleen Duey,Tim Shana-

ham, Rich Long, Mike Shoulders ...and many 

more!  

Ashley Bryan 

  Ashley Brown was born in 

New York and now lives on a 

small island off the coast of 

Maine, where he writes and il-

lustrates books most of the year.  

A former teacher at Dartmouth College, he has 

compiled, written and illustrated numerous 

books, many of them African American folk-

tales, such as Ashley Bryanôs African Tales, 

Uh Huh and The Story of Lightning and Thun-

der, and collections of spirituals such as All 

Night, All Day; A Childôs First Book of Afri-

can American Coretta Scott King Award for 

Illustration, and Lion and the Ostrich Chicks 

was a Coretta Scott King Honor Book. 

   Mo Willems 

   Mo Willems is best known for 

his Caldecott Honor winning pic-

ture books Donôt Let the Pigeon 

Drive the Bus! and Knuffle 

Bunny: A Cautionary Tale. In ad-

dition to such picture books as 

Leonardo the Terrible Monster, Edwina the 

Dinosaur Who Didnôt Know She Was Extinct, 

and Time to Pee!, Mo has created the Ele-

phant and Piggy books, a series of early read-

ers, and published You Can Never Find a 

Rickshaw When it Monsoons, an annotated 

cartoon journal sketched during a year-long 

voyage around the world 

The New York Times Book Review called 

Mo ñthe biggest new talent to emerge this far 

in the 00ôs.ò  Mo Williams lives in Brooklyn, 

New York with his family. 
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John Archambault and David Plummer 

 

     John Archambault and David 

Plummer teamed up in 1991 on the 

musical version of the award win-

ning book Chicka Chicka Boom 

Boom.  Since then, they have made seven mu-

sic albums for children.  For grades K-2; Ar-

chambault books are set to whimsical music 

along with more than 100 original award-

winning songs.  For grades 4-6; they incorpo-

rate other well-know classics and explore how 

to develop writing skills.  Most importantly, 

they stress love of reading, the importance of 

storytelling in handing down tradition, and the 

power of music in developing imagination. 

Michael Shoulders 

    Michael Shoulders is the au-

thor of several childrenôs books 

celebrating the culture and heri-

tage of various states including 

the best seller, V is for Volunteer.  His latest 

book, Say Daddy, is now in bookstores.  Mi-

chael is from a military family and spent his 

formative years in a variety of locations 

around the world.  Clarksville, Tennessee has 

been home to Michael for more that 35 years.  

He was a teacher and an administrator in the 

local school system for 30 years.  As an au-

thor he shares his craft and love of reading 

with hundreds of school children.  He also 

provides in-service training to teachers shar-

ing literacy strategies and classroom manage-

ment and teaching techniques. 

Timothy Rasinski  

Timothy Rasinski is a professor of education 

in the Department of Teaching, Leadership, 

and Curriculum Studies.  Dr. Rasinski teaches 

graduate and undergraduate courses in literacy 

education.  His major interests include working 

with children who find reading difficult, phonics,  

reading fluency instruction, and teacher develop-

ment in literacy education.  He has published 

over 100 articles and 10 books in various aspects 

of reading education.  A past editor of The Read-

ing Teacher, the mostly widely read journal  in 

reading education in the world, Dr. Rasinski is 

currently an editor for the Journal of Literacy Re-

search.  

Pam Schiller 

     Pam Schiller is a freelance Early Childhood 

Consultant and Author.  Dr. Schiller has been a 

childcare administrator for several years and has 

also taught in the public schools as a kindergarten 

teacher. She served as Head of the Early Child-

hood Department at the University of Houston 

where she also directed the Lab School.  She is 

Senior Author of the DLM Early Childhood Ex-

press, a full curriculum for four year olds, the 

DLM  Early Childhood Program, a full curricu-

lum for infants and toddlers.  Pam is also the au-

thor of several children's books, music CDôs, 

DVDôs and more than thirty resource books for 

Gryphon House, Goodyear Books, SRA/McGraw

-Hill, and Fearon Teaching Aids. 

 

For conference information visit 

visit www.traconference.org OR 

www.reading.org/association/meetings/

regional_2.html 

Contact Co-Chairs: Vickie Manus at 

vickie.manus@cmcss.net 

Randall Kincaid at randykincaid@servier.org 
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26th  Southeast IRA Regional Conference, Nashville, Tennessee  

 

December 7 -10, 2008                                      PREPAID DEADLINE:  November 

25, 2008 

 

PREPAID REGISTRATION FORM  
 

Register online at www.reading.org  

Or Fax  to:  302-737-0878; or Call :  1-800-336-7323 Customer Service; or Mail  to:  International Reading Association, 26 th 

Southeast Regional Conference, PO Box 6021, Newark, DE 19714-6021 

 

Register early and save!  Prepaid registrations received after  November 25, 2008 , will be returned unprocessed to send-

ers so that registration can be made on site.  On -site registration will be $225 for the full conference, $160 for one day, and 

$80 for half day.  On -site registration for students with valid IDõs will be $115 for full conference, $80 for one day, and $40 

for half day, Institutes will be $80 for everyone.  Program presenters are expected to register and pay the regular con-

ference fees.  

 

Please Print or Type  

IRA Customer Number  ___________________________________ 

(IRA member number can be found from a recent mailing label of Reading Today Newspaper or journal)  

 

Last Name First Name  MI 

  

Organization Name     

  

Work Address     

  

City/Province  State/Country  Zip Code   

  

Home Phone Work Phone  Cell   

  

E-mail Address    Fax    
(Please include an e -mail address to which an acknowledgement will be sent. Please be sure that your e -mail account will accept mes-

sages from reading.org e -mail addresses. IRA cannot be responsible for non -deliverable e -mails.)  

 

 

 

 

http://www.reading.org/
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PREPAID REGISTRATION FEES  
INSTITUTES  ð Sunday, December 7:  (Please select: 1st Choice_______ 2nd Choice_______ ) 

__IRA Member     $ 35 $ __________ 

__Nonmember      $ 75 $ __________ 

REGULAR FULL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION ð December 8 -10 (does not include meals)  

__IRA Member     $125 $ __________ 

__Nonmember      $175 $ __________ 

__Full-time student with valid ID      $  65 $ __________ 

ONE-DAY REGISTRATION -  (does not include meals) 
Check which day you wish to attend   Å Monday, December 8   Å Tuesday, December 9  

__IRA Member     $ 85 $ __________ 

__Nonmember      $125 $ __________ 

__Full-time student with valid ID      $ 45 $ __________ 

HALF -DAY REGISTRATION ï Wednesday, December 10 (does not include meals) 
__IRA Member     $ 35 $ __________ 

__Nonmember      $ 75 $ __________ 

__Full-time student with valid ID      $ 20 $ __________ 

 

TICKETED FUNCTIONS  

Sunday Event 

 Banquet ð John Archambault & David Plummer  $ 55 $ 

____________ 

Monday Event        

 Luncheon ð Governor Frank Keating and Mike Wimmer     $ 30 $ _________ 

Tuesday Event       

 Luncheon ð Mike Shoulders      $ 30 $ _________ 

Wednesday Event        

 Luncheon ð Mo Willems      $ 30 $ _________ 

 

TOTAL  $ _________ 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SERIES PART 1, Tuesday, December 9  

(included with registration fee)  Limited to 25 participants  

Check one only:  

Å PDT01 ð Convincing ALL Teachers to Use Reading & Writing to Learn in Their Classrooms  

Å PDT-02 ð Raising Phonological Awareness:  Dialects and Languages in the Classroom  

Å PDT-03- Constructing Bridges to Reading Through Vocabulary and Vocabulary Instruction  

 

METHOD OF PAYMENT : 

[   ] Cash       [   ] Check #________  Organization/Name: _____________________________________________ 

     (Please make checks payable to International Reading Association)  

 

[   ] Credit Card: [   ] MasterCard      [   ] Visa              [   ] AMEX  

(IRA reserves the right to charge your credit card the correct amount if there is an error in calculation of total amount due .)   

Account Number    Expiration Date ___________ 

Signature of Cardholder _______________________________________________________ 

 

[   ] Billed Purchase Order #__________________ 

Signed Purchase Order form must accompany registration form  

Organization:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Billing Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

City/Province:  ____________________________  State/Country ____________ Zip/Postal Code ___________ 

 

American with Disabilities Act   Please call ( Peggy DiMaio at 800 -336-7323 x231 or e-mail : at pdi-

maio@reading.org if you require special accessibility or accommodations at this conference.  Must have written re-

quirements to above contact person no later than November 25.  On -site requests cannot be guaranteed.  

 

Clock Hours:   The International Reading Association is pleased to recognize educators who pursue continuous im-

provements in their field.  If you participate in any Association -sponsored professional development activity, such as 

literacy groups, conferences, or our annual convention, we will keep track of these hours.  These clock hours may be 

used as a part of a professional development sequence approved by local school districts.  Your district can provide 

information about the specific clock -hour requirements in your state.  Clock hour forms must be filled out and re-

turned during the conference in the registration area.  After the conference, attendees will have the opportunity to 

access this information from home or office.  

 

Cancellations:   Cancellations must be received at IRA Headquarters by November 25, 2008.   After this date, there 

will be no refunds for cancellations of any type or for no -shows.  A processing fee of US$50.00 for each individual re-

fund will be assessed.  
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Dear friends,  

As we start a new school year and the air fills with the scent 

of freshly sharpened pencils and waxy new crayons, we 

have so many opportunities to grow as professionals and to 

encourage each other.  This year TRA is excited to offer 

many occasions to stretch our capabilities and experiment 

with new ideas.  

Tennessee is honored to host the 26 th Southeast Regional 

Conference from December 7 -10 at the Nashville Conven-

tion Center and the Renaissance Nashville Hotel.  Itõs a 

wonderful opportunity to attend high quality professional 

development and re -energize your classroom toolbox.  The 

conference will begin on December 7 with an Institute Day.  

Choose from sessions on literacy coaching, literacy for ESL 

students, Reading First, and òFUNódamentals, putting fun 

back into basics with higher order thinking.  The confer-

ence will officially begin on Monday, December 8 with a 

special general session featuring award wining author/

illustratorAshley Bryan and will conclude on Wednesday, 

December 10 with an authorõs luncheon featuring Mo Wil-

lems.  Two other authorsõ luncheons highlighting Governor 

Frank Keating, Mike Wimmer, and Mike Shoulders are also 

planned.  Other featured speakers at the event include:  

Timothy Shanahan, John Archambault and David Plummer, 

Richard L. Allington, Rita M. Bean, Kathleen Duey, Richard 

Long, Timothy Rasinski, Pam Schiller, and IRA President, 

Barbara J. Walker.  For more information, please see the 

conference website at: http://www.reading.org/

association/meetings/regional_2.html .  

 

The International Reading Association is also offering a 

special two part professional development series for read-

ing educators via a series of sessions to be held at the IRA 

Regional Conferences and at the IRA Annual Convention.  

In addition to other interesting and timely topics, TRA is 

honored to have three of our own members, Dr. Kathy 

Brashears, Dr. Lana Clauss, and Dr. Melissa Comer, pre-

senting Constructing Bridges to Reading Through Vocabu-

lary and Vocabulary Instruction presenting Part I at the 

Southeast Regional Conference and Part II at the Annual 

Convention in May, 2009.  

  

Please consider applying for either the TRA Academic or 

Conference Scholarship, both of which are due by Septem-

ber 15 to Cindi McPherson.  The TRA Academic Scholar-

ship is available to any college junior, senior, or graduate 

student who is majoring in education with an interest or 

concentration in reading.  This $500 award is for one year.  

The TRA Conference Scholarship in the amount of $250 is 

available to any professional educator who is a member of 

a local council.  Funds may be used for conference regis-

tration, hotel accommodations, or travel expenses.  

Please see your local council officers for appropriate 

forms and details.  

 

I would also like to encourage you to apply for the 

Tennessee Reading Improvement Grants for up to 

$400.  Any TRA and International Reading Association 

member may apply by January 2009 to Nancy Perry 

by submitting an idea for improving reading instruc-

tion by experimenting with new techniques and mate-

rials and developing innovative programs.  Grants 

will be awarded in April 2009 and funds must be 

spent by May 2009.  As with our other grants and 

awards, the application process is very short and sim-

ple.  Even a first year teacher could do it.  

 

TRA is also searching for our 2008 Award recipients.  

Each year we honor our members with  the Distin-

guished Professor award, the Reading Teacher of the 

Year, the Walter Helms Service Award, and the Liter-

acy Award.  If you know of an outstanding member, 

please nominate that individual through your local 

council president before October 1.  

 

Please also mark your calendars now for the dual IRA 

Co-Conventions in Phoenix, Arizona February 21 -25, 

2009 and in Minneapolis, Minnesota May 2 -7, 2009.  

Other dates of interest are:  

Banned Books Week, September 27 -October 4   

www.ala.org/oif/bannedbooksweek/

bannedbooksweek.cfm  

International Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough, 

TN, October 3 -5, www.storytellingcenter.com/

festival/festival.htm  

Teen Read Week, October 12 -18, www.ala.org/yalsa/

teenreading/trw/trw2008/index.cfm  

IRA Honor Council Intent to Participate form for local 

councils, October 15  

IRA Local Council Community Service Award, Octo-

ber 31  

 

Please make plans to take advantage of some of the 

growth opportunities TRA has for you this school year.  

Fall is a wonderful time to stretch your wings and 

soar! 

 

In Reading,  

Kristen Pennycuff Trent, PhD  

President, Tennessee Reading Association  

From the President  

Kristen Pennycuff Trent, PhD  
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The Coordinatorõs Corner 

Keep Up the Enthusiasm  

Randall B. Kincaid,  

Tennessee Reading  

State Coordinator  

 Ah! Fall in Tennessee!  The crisp 

clean air and the brilliant colors are about 

to appear in the cool blue sky. Students are 

returning to school, teachers are returning 

with all the joy and thoughts of a new year.  

Ah! Fall in Tennessee! TCAP, NCLB, New 

Standards, Consolidated Health Plans, 

Budget Discussions are on everyoneõs 

mind. Should I go on?  

 Letõs focus on the things that are im-

portant ð our children!  We had such an ex-

citing Summer Leadership Workshop.  The 

enthusiasm for making reading fundamen-

tal to studentsõ success in schools was very 

evident.  We know what it takes to have 

good readers and what it takes to make 

children successful.  Do not let all the other 

aspects mentioned above take you away 

from your main focus ð our children.  

 Thanks to all who were able to attend 

the workshop at Montgomery Bell.  We had 

such a great meeting, and Charles Maynard 

was fabulous! We hope to have him or his 

wife again in the near future.  We had a to-

tal of 72 members present for the work-

shop. That is a great number, and almost 

every council was represented.   

 I look forward to working with the 

new officers and maintaining our focus of 

increasing membership and keeping read-

ing on the forefront. Thanks to Etta Critten-

den for taking time from her busy schedule 

at the state department to attend our meet-

ing and making us aware of the focus that 

department has for reading and school 

improvement.   

 Next year our Leadership Work-

shop is scheduled for July 9 and 10, 2009, 

at Montgomery Bell with Long Range 

Planning Committee scheduled to begin 

on Wednesday night July 8.  Kristen will 

get the information and times to us next 

Spring for that meeting.  Our 2008 Field 

Leaderõs Dinner for Presidents and Board 

Members will be held on Monday night, 

December 8, 2008, at the Renaissance Ho-

tel.  McGraw -Hill has agreed to sponsor 

this event again for us. Thanks to Jerry 

Weaver and Tom Bush for their continued 

support of TRA.  Those invitations will be 

coming out in early November to the 

presidents and board members. Please 

make sure I have your current email ad-

dress.  

 I look forward to seeing all of you 

at the IRA Regional in December in Nash-

ville. If you can help Vickie or Randall 

with registration, serve as a facilitator, or 

simply help at the membership booth, 

please contact one of us. We need your 

HELP!  Volunteers are always welcome.  

Again I look forward to another year, and 

thank your for being a member of the 

Tennessee Reading Association. I appre-

ciate the opportunity to serve as your 

State Coordinator.  You, as a member of 

TRA, have great things to offer our profes-

sion, and I wish Godõs blessings upon 

each of you.   

 

                   Randall Kincaid  
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Leadership Conference Highlights  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Randy Kincaid, State Coordinator and TRA 

President  Kristen Pennycuff Trent  

welcomed officers and introduced State  

Officers and Chairpersons.  

IRA, TRA, and You!  Skit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 
              42nd Anniversary Dinner  

 

Guest Speaker Charles Maynard shared 

stories following the 42nd Anniversary 

Dinner.  

 

 

 

      Brooke Blair shares a    

favorite book.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting Down to Business  
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