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   Next, select group leaders 

or discussion facilitators who 

will create a positive, re-

laxed atmosphere.  Make 

sure that you have read and 

reread the book to be dis-

cussed, then make mental 

notes of four to five open-

ended discussion questions 

to be used only as necessary 

to restart or redirect conver-

sation back to the book.  As 

the conversation unfolds, 

value personal experiences 

and multiple interpretations 

growing out of those experi-

ences.  Welcome and en-

courage dissension. . . 

lively, interesting discus-

sions result.  Encourage ten-

tative voices. The less  

Creating a Clubbin’ Culture 

Kristen Pennycuff Trent, PhD 

 

   With TCAP’s behind us and 

a few weeks before summer, 

now is the perfect time to 

create a clubbin’ culture in 

your school.  Book clubs for 

teachers and students can 

help you to explore your 

own literacy while sharing 

quality literature with col-

leagues and students.  It can 

help you gain experience 

and confidence with book 

discussion, as well as model-

ing the lifelong pleasure of 

reading.  When using book 

clubs, you can reflect upon 

and learn from personal ex-

perience with books and en-

hance your teaching and 

learning. 

 

   Book clubs are teachers 

who meet on a regular basis 

to read and discuss the same 

literature and encourage stu-

dents to become lifelong 

readers. When teachers 

read and enjoy quality litera-

ture with confidence, they 

contribute to the rich, liter-

ate environment of class-

rooms. To start clubbin’, 

you’ll need to decide the 

purpose of your club.  Is it to 

read and share literature for 

enjoyment?  Is it to explore 

children’s or young adult’s 

literature for your classes to 

use?  Is it to explore new 

strategies and techniques for 

your own professional de-

velopment? 

   Once you’ve determined 

the purpose, you’ll want to 

organize a group of approxi-

mately ten members and de-

termine meeting dates.  Be 

creative in establishing a 

regular meeting place and 

time.  One teacher who re-

cently started a book club 

started with her grade level 

over lunch.  Another set 

monthly meetings a nearby 

restaurant and found that the 

teachers were so motivated 

to eat and talk that they did-

n’t want to leave.  Book clubs 

are a literacy adventure 

meant to be fun and reward-

ing on a personal as well as 

professional level.  Deter-

mine reading material by 

talking to members for sug-

gestions, studying current 

book reviews, and checking 

recommended reading lists 

in publications such as Lan-

guage Arts, Reading Today, 

and, The ALAN Review.   
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talkative members of the group need op-

portunities to join in the conversation.  You 

may want to schedule a separate session, 

or reserve the last few minutes of each ses-

sion, for talk about teaching techniques 

and student connections.  Occasionally, 

ask someone to bring information about 

the author, another book by the same au-

thor, or reviews about the book. 

To help reduce the work load of establish-

ing a club and to encourage buy in from 

your participants, consider assigning rotat-

ing roles and responsibilities such as: 

 Host 

Responsible for: deciding on the 

location of the meeting, how long it 

will run and invites everyone. May 

provide food. Welcomes everyone 

to the book club and gets them set-

tled. 

 Facilitator 

Responsible for: leading the book 

club meetings. Keeps the group on 

track, proposes discussion ques-

tions, and keeps the conversation 

moving. 

 Time Keeper 

Responsible for: watching the clock 

to make sure no one keeps their 

babysitter longer than promised. 

The time keeper also helps keep 

the discussion moving by not 

spending too long on each ques-

tion. 

 Recorder 

Responsible for: keeping notes of 

the discussion, questions and an-

swers. Posts the highlights of the 

discussion and/or recording the 

questions the group still has. 
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   Starting a club doesn’t have to be a finan-

cial burden.  Ask your local parent-teacher 

organization or writing project groups for 

funding.  Look for grant opportunities from 

your local reading council or local affiliate 

of the National Council of Teachers of Eng-

lish.  (Remember that TRA offers mini-

grants each year.)  Ask local business to 

support your club; many book stores now 

offer discounts on books currently used by 

local clubs.  Used or discontinued book 

stores also offer a good selection of materi-

als.  Search your school or public libraries 

for books as well. 

 

  To enter the club scene, decide from the 

start what you want the outcomes to be and 

structure your club to support those. It can 

be general professional development, 

mindless reading for pleasure, reading to 

find something your students can relate to, 

bonding with colleagues, or a combination 

of all of four.  Make sure you give partici-

pants enough time to do the reading, de-

ciding if you'll meet once after everyone 

has finished the whole book, or if you'll be 

meeting regularly after participants read a 

chapter or two. Eliminate guilt; not finish-

ing a book isn’t a crime.  Invite those that 

didn’t finish to come to the club and share 

their comments too.  Rotate roles and re-

sponsibilities so that all feel involved, and 

search for creative ways to fund your new 

pastime.  Now is the perfect time to go 

clubbin’! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Middle Tennessee  

     Reading Association  

Contributed by Melanie Collins 

   The Middle Tennessee Reading Association 

theme for this year has been Linking for Lit-

eracy. Programs have included children's au-

thor Lynne Berry who shared some of her 

books at our January meeting held at the 

Nashville Downtown Public Library.  

    MTRA service projects during the year in-

clude helping replenish school libraries in a 

county affected by tornadoes and floods. 

    Our Celebrate Literacy Award program 

will be held on April 23 where local students 

will be recognized for their literary accom-

plishments. Also at that meeting, we will pre-

sent awards to the Elementary Reading 

Teacher of the Year, Literacy Award, and 

Outstanding Administrator of the Year.  
  

  

   Mid-Cumberland  

Reading Council 

   The Mid-Cumberland Read-

ing Council recently collected school 

supplies for school children living in 

Guatemala.   

   Our Celebrate Literacy Tea will be 

held on Tuesday, April 28th from 5:00

-8:00 pm at the Clarksville Montgom-

ery Country Public Library.  Thank 

you Nancy Carter for organizing this 

event for MCRC. 

Highlights from  Local Councils  
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Councils in TN that have achieved Honor Council for 2008-2009  

and Membership Honor Roll as well as Exemplary Reading Award: 

 47165   Benton County Reading Association         Honor Council 

 47390   Mid-Cumberland Reading Association       Honor  Council 

 47400   Middle Tennessee Council                   Honor Council 

 47420   Mountain Heritage Reading Association    Honor Council 

 47430   North Central Council               Honor Council 

  47590   Sevier County Reading Association       Honor Council, 

   Membership Honor Roll Achieved 

                          Pigeon Forge Primary School - Exemplary Reading Award 

 47300   Smoky Mountain Reading Council    Honor Council 

  47560   Tennessee Tech Council                      Honor Council 

 



 

 

Allan Wolf, General Biography 
Source: http://www.allanwolf.com 

Allan Wolf is an author, poet, performer and educator who lives in Asheville, North Carolina with his wife and three kids. 
Wolf now writes and presents full time. His books include The Blood-Hungry Spleen and Other Poems About Our Parts 
(Candlewick Press), and New Found Land: Lewis and Clarkôs Voyage of Discovery (Candlewick Press), a novel in 
verse chosen as a School Library Journal Best Book, an ALA Best Book for Young Adults, and an IRA Childrenôs Book 
Award Notable. He is the author of a book about writing poems titled, Immersed In Verse: An Informative, Slightly 
Irreverent & Totally Tremendous Guide to Living the Poetôs Life (Lark Books) and a new YA novel in verse titled Zaneôs 
Trace (Candlewick Press)éAnd with literally hundreds of poems committed to memory, Wolf is always ready to spin 
out a stanza or two. Got rhyme? 
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READING MATTERS 

Get ready for fun and meaningful 

instruction to take back to the class-

room!  Past break-out sessions have 

centered around children’s and young 

adult literature, ELL students, the inte-

gration of literacy across content ar-

eas, the use of technology, pre-school 

strategies, vocabulary and compre-

hension strategies. 

Break -out Sessions 

 
Allan Wolf  will conduct the general 

session and three breakout sessions.  

To signify your interest in attending 

one of his breakout sessions, you 

must pre-register for one of the 90 

spots.  Requests for his workshops 

will be taken on a first-come, first-

served basis.  The first 30 will be as-

signed to the first breakout session 

and so on.  The names of these fortu-

nate participants will be posted in 

the Cookeville High School lobby on 

Interested in presenting  at 
the 2009 Summer Literacy 

Conference? 
Contact Nancy Kolodziej at 

WRITE 

RHYTHM 

&  

RHYME 

                   on June 11 of 2009 

What:  TTU-IRA Summer Literacy 

             Conference 

When: Thursday, June 11, 2009 

Where: Cookeville High School 

Registration begins  

               at 7:15 a.m.Central Time. 

Cost:  Pre-Registration $25.00 

           On-site Registration $30.00 

 

Mail registration  and payment  to… 

Jane Baker 

Box 5074 

Tennessee Tech University 

Cookeville, TN 38505 

 

Schedule 

7:15 – 8:00 Registration 

8:00 – 8:30 Welcome; Celebrate Literacy Awards; 

Door Prizes 

8:30 – 8:45 Break 

8:45 – 9:45 General Session 

9:45 – 10:00 Break 

10:00 – 10:45 First Breakout 

10:45 – 12:15 Lunch 

12:15 – 1:00 Second Breakout 

1:00 - 1:15 Break 

1:15 – 2:00 Third Breakout 

2:00- 2:15 Break 

2:15 – 3:15 General Session – Attendance Certifi-

cates, Door Prizes 

http://www.allanwolf.com


 
 

TTU Council of the International Reading Association (TTU IRA) 

Summer Literacy Conference Registration Form 

8:00 a.m. ï 3:15 p.m., Thursday, June 11, 2009 
Cookeville High School 

Registration begins at 7:15 a.m. 

A continental breakfast will be provided during registration. 

 

Please write neatly so that you will receive mailings and e-mailed newsletters and messages.  

 

Last Name ________________________________ First Name _______________________________ 

_ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

    

City __________________________ State _____  Zip __________  Phone (        ) _________________   

 

E-mail (Important ï print neatly!) ________________________________________________________ 

 

School System __________________________   School/Employer   _____________________________ 

 

Included with the TTU IRA Summer Literacy Conference registration fee are annual memberships in the Tennessee 
Reading Association (TRA) and the TTU Council, associated publications, and entry to all Conference events and 
workshops.  There will be drawings for hundreds of dollars worth of door prizes, free refreshments, and vendors. 

 

Early Bird Conference Registration Fee (postmarked by May 21, 2009):     $25 

 

Late Registration (after May 21) and Conference Day Registration Fee:     $30 

 

Make checks payable to:  TTU IRA 
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Please circle all that apply:      

 

Returning TTU IRA Member  New TTU IRA Member   

 

PreK-12 Teacher (Grade ___________) Administrator   Student  

 

College Faculty     Librarian                                              Other 
(________________) 

 

Are you a member if the International Reading Association? __________   

If so, please indicate your IRA Member # ____________  

 

Pre-Registration for one of the BREAKOUT SESSIONS with ALLAN WOLF:   
To signify your interest in attending one of Allan Wolfôs breakout sessions, you must sign 
the appropriate line below.  Requests for his workshops will be taken on a first-come, first-
served basis.  The first 30 will be assigned to the first breakout session and so on.  The 
names of these fortunate participants will be posted in the Cookeville High School lobby 
on June 11, 2009.   

I, _______________________, am interested in attending one of the breakout sessions 
with Allan Wolf. 

              signature 

READING MATTERS 

Page 6 

WRITE 

RHYTHM 

RHYME on 

June 11 of 2009 
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2008-2009 Local Council Presidents  

Allie Lou Felton Gilbreath 

Benton County  Amy Davis 

Harpeth  

Lakeway    Misty Hance & Sharon Yount 

Mary Tom Berry Dulcie Butler Heim 

Mildred Chapman Chattanooga 

Mid-Cumberland Mallory Lemley 

Middle Tennessee Kathryn Pattullo 

Mossy Creek Susan Roberts 

Mountain Heritage Edith Pack 

North Central Kimberly Yoakem 

Red Clay Grace Dyrel & Cynthia Summers 

Sequatchie Akoliyeti 

Sevier   Randall Kincaid 

Smoky Mountain Jo Roper 

Tennessee Tech University   Lance Jasitt 

West Tennessee  Debra Tipton 

University of Memphis Student Council 

Wilson   Angela Melton 

 

2008-2009 TRA Officers 

President  Kristen Pennycuff 

President-elect  Jana Crosby 

Vice-president  Melissa Brock 

Treasurer  Deborah Setliff 

Recording Secretary  Susan Roberts 

Corresponding Secretary  Debbie Newman 

Immediate Past President  Delise Sanders 

Director of Membership  Emagene Reagan 

State IRA Coordinator  Randy Kincaid 

Websites to Check Out 

 Tennessee Reading Association- http://www.tn-reading.org/  

 

International Reading Association-http://www.reading.org/ 

  

TN Department of Ed- http://www.state.tn.us/education/  



 

 

                                        TRA Support Storytelling Winners 2009 

                           Submitted by Shirley Holladay, Chairman of TRA Support Storytellin 

     2009 first place winner is Kristi Sayles, a primary teacher at Camden Elementary School. 
Kristi considers the Support Storytelling goals and suggestions a part of her curriculum and she 
keeps records all year of her storytelling projects. Kristi stated how helpful the checklist at http://
www.pampetty.com/storytelling.htm is; because there are so many suggestions about ways to 
use storytelling to enhance the curriculum. So when the April 1 deadline is here, she can easily 
Email her application. Kristi uses technology effectively as she teaches. Computer generated 
activities and video make storytelling really meaningful to her students.  

      Second place goes to Karen Terry, Camden Junior High. Seventh and eighth graders are 
very fortunate to have a teacher that makes the curriculum exciting through storytelling. One of 
her unique activity was  

_”Walking With Living Feet” is a story about the holocaust and how it affected a student in 

present day. We researched the holocaust and discussed the things that are happening in 

our world today that are similar to what victims of the holocaust experienced (ex: Darfur)

__We also created stories from the holocaust victims’ point of view. We removed our shoes 

and put them in a pile in the middle of the classroom to give an idea of what Dara Horn wit-

nessed in the concentration camp.________________________________________________  

     Third place winner is Amy Davs, a third grade teacher at Holladay School. Amy love 

books and stories as much as her students. She loves for her students to act out stories. She 

is presently working on a Yee Haw program that not only involves her students, but also 

parents and people in the community.  

     TRA's Support Storytelling has had the same format for many years. We are in the proc-

ess of changing the format to match the changes in teaching and technology. Any sugges-

tions would be welcome. Send them to Shirley Holladay at holladays@tds.net . 

  

   

    

The Tennessee State Reading Association will hold it’s annual Field Leader’s Workshop at 

Montgomery Bell State Park on July 9th and 10th, which is arriving on Thursday by 1:00 

PM through Friday 1:00 PM.  All usual expenses are covered, such as rooms and meals.   

   Those eligible to attend are your local officers or local committee chairs, and TRA Board 

Members.  We urge each council to send as many leaders as possible so that they may 

benefit from the ideas, camaraderie, information about their leadership positions and in-

spiration for the upcoming year .).   

   Randy Kincaid will need  reservations with a check for the total number of rooms re-

served by May 15th from the new President or other council member responsible 

for this activity. 

Tennessee Reading Association Leadership Workshop 

July 9-10, 2009  

http://www.pampetty.com/storytelling.htm
http://www.pampetty.com/storytelling.htm
mailto:holladays@tds.net

